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Tallmadge Food Service Department Serves 
Up Healthy, Fresh Options with a Smile
By Shelley Monachino, Director, Student Experience and Human Resources By Shelley Monachino, Director, Student Experience and Human Resources 
When a student enters a Tallmadge school building each morning, it is often a Food Service 
team member that welcomes them with breakfast and a friendly face to start the day. The 
district provides many healthy options to start kids on the right track each morning, keeping 
their bodies fueled so their brains can grow. 

Treating students like they would treat their own children, the team uses the “offer vs. serve” 
method, making sure many healthy options are available with a balance of lean protein, 
whole grains, fruits, veggies and low/no fat dairy to balance the needs and preferences of the 
students. Menus are planned in conjunction with a team of registered and licensed dietitians 
who help coach and provide professional development to our dedicated food service staff. 
Giving students the chance to make their own choices among many nutritional options instills 
a pattern of healthy eating that will guide them through their formative years.

Tallmadge is proud of our community, and we strive to use local produce and products that are seasonally in harvest throughout the 
menus, including fresh peaches, apples, lettuce and local dough products for pizzas and breakfast bars. Supporting the businesses 
who support us is what this community is built upon.

Through a U.S. government grant, breakfast and lunch is available to all students free of charge for the 2021-22 school year. Families 
are encouraged to use this service in order to reduce financial hardship and the stress and logistics of meal planning. The district 
offers a free app and web menu service (found here) that offers nutrition information such as allergens, carb counts, nutritional 
content and attributes, such as vegetarian items. The menu can be translated into many languages, and a filter system lets families 
quickly search for items of interest to their child.

I could brag all day about our Food Service staff for the planning, long hours and dedication they display to our students every single 
day. However, it is better to hear straight from the source about why they have chosen this path. Please watch this video describing a 
day in the life of the Tallmadge Food Service team and the impact they have on our students and our community.

Thank you to the Tallmadge Food Service Team!
Tallmadge Elementary School Tallmadge Middle School Tallmadge High School 
Darla Newman, 
Kitchen Manager
Jennifer Kakiou
Grace Clum

Debbie Quintrell
Joyce Keen
Tracy Nicodemus

Karen McClintock, 
Kitchen Manager
Sandy Zickefoose

Kayla Delaney
Sandra Wheatley
Ranae Wheatley

June Smetts, Kitchen 
Manager (THS)
Maria McNulty, 
Kitchen Manager 
(Headstart)

 Tammy Dolman
 Elaine Vassaloff
 Karen Hobbel
 Shelly Lohr

https://www.tallmadgeschools.org
https://www.myschoolmenus.com/instance/636/district/537
https://www.dropbox.com/s/l0jmrov29pq7llg/Tallmadge%20Food.mp4?dl=0


486 East Avenue, Tallmadge, OH 44278
P: 330-633-3291  •  F: 330-633-5331
www.tallmadgeschools.orgTallmadge City SchoolsTallmadge City Schools

Tallmadge City SchoolsComments or concerns? Email us at info@tallmadgeschools.org.

Happy Thanksgiving to our 
Tallmadge Family!

Wishing a Happy Thanksgiving to our Tallmadge City 
Schools community! We hope your holiday is filled 
with family, friends and, of course, food! Remember 
to take a moment to reflect on what you’re thankful 

for this year. We are certainly thankful for you!

TMS Students Give Back to Families in Need
Tallmadge Middle School’s food drive was a resounding success! The food drive, hosted by student council, was held from Nov. 
8-12 and helped local families in need. This year, we brought in over 2,000 items and were able to help 20 local families, a huge 
achievement for our students!

Students were encouraged to donate any non-perishable food items, which would count toward their homeroom total. The 
homeroom that received the highest percentage of donations in each grade level won a pizza lunch. 

A big thank you to everyone who donated, as well as the students and faculty members who came into school on a Saturday to 
organize all of the donations. Thanks to your generosity, families in need will be well fed this holiday season. 

https://www.tallmadgeschools.org
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THS Drama Club Bring Shakespeare to Life
Members of the Tallmadge High School drama club finished a crowd-pleasing run of their fall production, William Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet.

The show was very well attended and ran from Thursday, Nov. 11 through Saturday, Nov. 13, with four performances, including a 
Saturday matinee.

This modernized version of the classic play was set in the early 2000s and featured a punk rock/emo Romeo and a conservative and 
preppy Juliet, along with their feuding families. Students brought the traditional Shakespearian language to the contemporary setting 
and had the privilege of working with Ryan Zareki, the Ohio Shakespeare Festival’s fight director, to learn stage combat techniques.

The show wouldn’t have been possible without the contributions of every member of the production, from the stage crew to the 
actors to those working tech and front of house. We’re so proud of your achievements, both on the stage and behind the scenes! 
Thank you, also, to everyone who took the time to see the show and support our talented students!

Student Athletes Honored at Fall Sports Recognition Night
Student athletes, coaches and their families came together at Tallmadge High School on Nov. 16 for the Fall Sports 
Recognition Night. 

Each individual sport had its own awards ceremony following the all-sports portion of the event. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate the successes of our fall athletes alongside our great coaches and community members! 
Congratulations to every athlete on a successful fall sports season!

https://www.tallmadgeschools.org
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November Highlights at TES
It was a busy month for students at Tallmadge Elementary School. In November, our third graders heard presentations from local law 
enforcement officers and government employees; our fourth graders and their families enjoyed the Fourth Grade Family Fun Night 
and took part in various activities, including creative crafts and challenging games; and our fifth graders decorated our cafeteria with 
patriotic artwork that honored our veterans. 

We also held our annual Thanks for Giving food drive from Nov. 15-19, where we collected non-perishable food items to donate to 
our Dare to Share Food Bag Program and Tallmadge Good Neighbors. We collected over 2,600 items, which was more than double 
the amount collected in 2019. Thank you for your generosity and support, which will benefit Tallmadge students and community 
members for months to come!

OWS Program Students Prepare a Meal to 
Remember
Each year, students who are part of the Occupational Work Study (OWS)/Functional Life 
Skills program take part in preparing a special Thanksgiving luncheon for family, friends 
and school staff. The luncheon serves as a fundraiser for an end-of-year overnight trip 
for the students. 

The students, led by Intervention Specialists Lauren Stone and Tammy Habbyshaw, work 
together to craft a menu and grocery list, shop for ingredients, and prepare the entire 
meal from scratch. They also get extra assistance from University of Akron students in 
Dr. Daviso’s transition course, who participate in all of the activities leading up to the 
event, including the meal itself. This weeklong experience gives OWS program students 
the opportunity to work as a team to accomplish a shared goal, and they then get to 
celebrate their efforts with a delicious shared feast!

https://www.tallmadgeschools.org
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Leaders in Action Offer 
Complimentary Leaf Raking Services
For the second year in a row, Tallmadge High School’s Leaders in Action will offer 
leaf raking services to Tallmadge residents in preparation of the city leaf collection. 
Developed during the height of the COVID-19 global pandemic to keep community 
service alive while adhering to social distancing guidelines, the service is available to 
senior citizens, veterans and individuals with physical disabilities. 

The event takes place on Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and is free to 
residents. (Monetary donations will be accepted and 100% of proceeds will go towards 
Tallmadge City Schools Christmas Families fundraiser). Residents who are interested 
in participating may call 330-633-5505 ext.1075 or sign up online at https://forms.
gle/9wDZA1gKrNJnyvXMA. 

NOVEMBER
November 23 
K-5 Parent/Teacher Conferences

November 23 
TMS and TES Thanksgiving Break

November 24 
Thanksgiving Break – NO 
SCHOOL

November 25 
Thanksgiving Break – NO 
SCHOOL

November 26 
Thanksgiving Break – NO 
SCHOOL 

DECEMBER
December 2 
2nd Grade Concert

December 9 
5th Grade Band Concert

December 15 
Board of Education Meeting

December 17  
Grades 3-5 Winter Olympics

December 21 
Grades K-2 Polar Express Day

December 21 
Semester 1 Exams

December 22 
End of 2nd Quarter

December 22 
Grades K-2 Winter Celebrations

December 23 
Winter Break  - NO SCHOOL

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
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